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A Loving Memorial 


A Hero Among Armenians 


by George Maranjian 


he term “hero” is used very loosely 

nowadays. An athlete who is paid a million or more dol- 
lars a year to exhibit his physical prowess is labeled a “hero” 
if he makes a fortuitous or skillful maneuver. A person may 
do absolutely nothing but be randomly selected as a hostage 
and immediately achieve the status of “hero”. Even a person 
exhibiting anti-social behavior — such as a thief or even a 
murderer — is not immune to being hailed as a “hero” by 
some of his countrymen. 

A moment or two of reflection, however, would lead us to 
expect more from a “hero” than simply demonstrating his god- 
given physical or mental prowess. A cornered soldier may 
fight fiercelwfor his life; he is not being heroic, but simply 
acting out his instinct for self-preservation. Heroism, it would 
seem, implies a choice — a choice to take action or not take 
action — ina situation where no blame would be assigned 
for not taking action. Also, the action taken would involve 
risking one’s fortune, one’s liberty, or even one’s life. 

This was the situation in which an American missionary, 

Rev. John Merrill, found himself in 1915 as the Turks un- 
leashed their genocide against Armenians in Turkey. Rev. 
Merrill at that time was a missionary of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Mission, the predecessor of the 
current United Church Board for World Ministries. Rev. 
Merrill was the President of Central Turkey College in Aintab, 
@ position he had accepted in 1905. Rev. Merrill earned a 
Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota in 1894 and gradu- 
ated from Hartford Theological Seminary in 1896. Two years 
later he joined the Central Turkey Mission of the American 
Board. He applied himself unreservedly and with great skill 
throughout his active missionary career of 38 years, to thie 
task of communicating knowledge and training character, His 
vite, Isabelle Trowbridge, was the granddaughter of the great 
Missionary linguist of Constantinople, Elias Riggs. Together 
they served the cause of Christian Education in the Middle 
East. After the massacres, Central Turkey College was trans- 
ferred to Aleppo, Syria, where it was renamed Aleppo Col- 
lege. Rey. Merrill continued to administer the College until 
his retirement in 1937. 

In 1955, five years before Rev. Merrill’s death, alumni of 
Central Turkey College and Aleppo College gathered in New 
England to honor the man who, during their youth, had taught 
and inspired them. The scroll they presented to him contained 
the following tribute: 
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Rev. John Ernest Merrill, Ph.D. 


To the Reverend John Ernest Merrill, Ph.D. 

In Grateful Tribute to: 
His tireless pursuit of truth, and his ability to inspire his stu- 
dents with the same passionate devotion; 
His patient power of friendship, giving his undivided atten- 
tion to every conversation, an encouraging listener as well 
as an inspiring councilor; 
His courageous loyalty to every cause and every friend, no 
matter how bitter, or how insidious the threat; 
His quiet smile, questioning every hasty conclusion, yet giv- 
ing warm support to every timid step in the direction of truth, 
goodness, beauty, 
His ability to see, and to help others to see, the unseen but 
eternal in the midst of the very visible and temporal things of 
life. 

At Watertown, Massachusetts 

On Saturday, September 7, 1955 


This is the man who in 1915 was serving as President of 
Central Turkey College in Aintab, whose student body was 
largely Armenian. As the genocide_unfolded, Rev. Merrill 
was in a precarious position. To the Turks, helping an Ar- 
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menian was a capital crime. Rev. Merrill could not have 
been blamed if he had left his post and returned to the safety 
of the United States. Neither could he have been blamed if 
he had simply stood by and merely protested as Armenians 
around him were slaughtered and deported; to do any more 
would have put his own life at risk. 

Rev. Merrill, however, did everything in his power to save 
Armenian lives, disregarding personal danger. He and his wife 
sheltered Armenians at the College, provided what money they 
could to the deportees and refugees and borrowed money ore 
which they later repaid from their personal funds i to bribe 
Turkish officials. They were two individuals in a foreign land, 
facing the savagery of a government and its supporters bent 
on genocide. Their actions were truly heroic. Day after day, 
under horrible and dangerous conditions, they exerted every 
effort to save as many Armenians as their limited authority 
and resources permitted. Rev. Merrill did everything he could, 
disregarding his personal safety, because to him it was the 
right course — the Christian course — to take. 

Dr. Merrill, by remaining at his post, was among the rela- 
tively few foreigners — mostly missionaries and embassy of- 
ficials — who were ina position to give eyewitness accounts 
of Turkish atrocities against defenseless Armenians. He did 
so at considerable risk, as any reference to the massacres by 
telegram or letter — by evena foreigner — was considered 
by the Turkish authorities to be a serious offense. ey quo- 
tations from official documents illustrate Dr. Merrill’s efforts: 


“4s Mr. Merrill says, the [Turkish Governor General of 
Aleppo] is not ina position to do anything to ameliorate the 
situation. Consequently, Mr. Merrill visited the German Con- 
sul, who, through the alliance of the Ti uurks with the Cagranss 
is permitted to telegraph in cipher while neutral yh a 
are not allowed this privilege, consented to telegraph to Hi 
German Embassy in Constantinople, and ask that the Amer i 
can Embassy be informed of the existing situation. In this 
way, we hoped to be able to bring some pressure on the Ottos 
man government to desist from the terrible measures a are 
peing carried out, and that will certainly wreck the Chi o 
organizations in the places mentioned, besides cause unto 
suffering to a helpless and innocent people. 

eof The Turkish government] took vengeance on the dgenis 
less men and on women and children. I have not heard of a 

ingle instance of attempted defiance of the orders for depor- 
ie 1 the Zeitoun region. A few soldiers are sufficient 
to escort a large company of refugees. On the contrary, women 
and children have marched for hours barefoot, and babi 
on their mother's backs have been crushed to death through 
ne carelessness of the soldiers, children have been thrown 
oe the Jihon river by their parents, and, it is reported, by 
soldiers; the inhabitants of Bertis have waited for the com- 
s of refugees and robbed them as they came along, with- 
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out interference from the escorting soldiers, especially they 
have taken their animals; muleteers requisitioned to carry 
the loads of the refugees have been allowed by the escort to 
run away at night, leaving the loads with them and complaint 
to higher officials has brought further trouble on the people; 
animals and provisions have been sold at ruinous prices or 
the people have not been allowed to attempt to sell them, or 
they have found no buyers at any price, as their enemies ex- 
pected to take them without money, as soon as their owners 
had left; men of wealth were driven away from their homes 
almost penniless, not allowed even to get ready money which 
they had in hiding. On the road down from Marash to Aintab 
in the last three or four weeks, the treatment of refugees in 
some instances has been pitiful and a number of the women 
have been outraged by the soldiers of the escort. One woman 
gave birth to a child in the field outside Aintab, and was 
compelled after two hours to mount a horse and move on. 
Word came back that both mother and child had died. Last 
week another woman gave birth to a child at the same place. 
A nurse from our hospital managed to get to her side to help 
her. The case was a hard one, with very profuse hemorrhage. 
The nurse managed to get word to Dr. Hamilton, our woman 
physician, to come down, but before she could arrive and 
before the third stage of labor had been completed, the woman 
and child were sent on. These both died during the day. In 
this party were six or seven other women expecting confine- 
ment. I will only mention the fact that women on foot are 
beaten with heavy sticks by soldiers.” 

“In Biredjik all the Gregorian Christians and about a third 
of the Protestant community are reported by reliable witness 
to have become Mohammedans and to have been accepted as 
such. The remainder of the Protestants will remain firm. The 
cause of this step was the fact that the methods in vogue at 
Diarbekir have been put into operation at Ourfa, and Biredjik 
being under the Ourfa Government, they fear that the same 
methods will be used in Biredjik also, viz: Calling the men 
suddenly, imprisoning them and then sending them to an- 
other point nominally, but really killing them on route, and 
then sending away their women and children as refugees.” 

The few living survivors among the boys rescued by Rev. 
Merrill in 1915 are now elderly men in their nineties, Many 
others remember Rev. Merrill as President of Aleppo College 
in the 1920’s and 1930’s. Some of them have written about 
their memories of those times and of Rev. Merrill. The fol- 
lowing narratives are a selection from those memories: 


“Dr: Merrill felt that those who were powerless to interfere 
should at least bear witness, and that those who could inter- 


fere should do so. He started to interfere by bribing Turkish 


officials to save Armenians. He saved 150 students and or- 
phans at Central Turkey College which, as American prop- 
erty, no Turkish force was to enter unless with his permis- 
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sion. When USA entered the war, he borrowed T; urkish paper 
pounds and promised to pay in gold at the end of the war, 
and he did it. No Armenian ever did so much and spent as 
much as he did to save Armenians. He never talked about 
what he did during the war. His advice to us was to love our 
Past heritage.” 

“Dr. Merrill, realizing that the foreign Embassies could 
not divert the Ottoman Government Jrom its evil intentions, 
decided to use all possible means available to him to save 
the refugees. He had the Armenian orphanage transferred 
into the premises of Central Turkey College. Mrs. Merrill 
disguised as an Armenian woman, twice or three times pe 
week, her pocket full of change, would visit the Poor and the 
refugees, and give them financial aid. This money was pro- 
duced through boxes placed in the Armenian shops still func- 
tioning. When the amount in the box reached five gold pounds 
Sarkis Balabanian, a student at Central Ti urkey College ised 
to take it over to the College. While transporting a box he 
was caugit, imprisoned, but later saved by an Arab officer 
The contents of the box, change amounting to five gold inounds: 
was replaced by paper pounds. Most probably, after this 
aris Mrs. Merrill passed the work of saving the refugees 
Ou "menian women. One lived in our quarter, through friend- 
ship with the family of the moukhtar of this quarter, she got 
pe about the dates for inspections in the quarter. 
ee ian hs tad in hiding were moved elsewhere, 
ee ae ie and dusty; in this way quite a few 


Prof. H. Kalayan 


Dr. Merrill describes the function of bribes in savin 
people. There is the trouble to the orphanage, so he takes ie 
precaution of taking the orphanage into the compound of 
Central Turkey College, into American property, to save 150 
te Bp ae and the bribe is taken as a practice to save 

nians, i 
eee” in the absence of other powerful ways of say- 


Ara Sarafian 


In Armenian circles there was a saying that when a Turk- 
ish Policeman asked a missionary if he was hiding an Arme- 
nian in his house, the missionary looked in the sleeves of his 
coat, and answered, ‘there is no one here.’ The missionaries 
were protecting so many Armenians that giving a true an- 
Swer to an unrelated question was a good way to protect these 
suffering people.’ 

Norman Shanlin 


“Dr. Merrill and others describe how the fathers were de- 
Ported and on the way killed, and the families, mothers with 
their children, were deported. Just after the first world war, 
there was a generation of children with mothers as mother 
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and father. These mothers did their best to educate their 
children and feed them, and many of them served the nation 
in this way.” 

Ara Sarafian 


“There were two Americans, Riggs in Beirut and Merrill in 
Aleppo, who had some influence in decisions made by the 
Middle East Armenian Protestant Churches Union. Riggs’ 
influence prevailed. His point of view was assimilation with 
other Protestant communities, Merrill believed in being an 
Armenian. Riggs point of view was of the days when immi- 
grants to the USA were urged to change names to appear 
less foreign. The present idea is that of Merrill’, be with 


your roots.” 
Prof. H. Kalayan 


“One is inclined to think that it was arranged [by provi- 
dence] to have them [American missionaries] present in Tur- 
key, so that they might report to the American Embassy the 
treatment that the Ottoman Empire was executing to finish 
with the Armenian nation. We are indebted to their reports to 
document the genocide that was practiced. As survivors, it is 
our responsibility to erect a memorial in Washington for all 
persons who have reported the atrocities done to the Arme- 
nian population as a whole. Saying to them, thank you for 
the trouble you have taken as a witness to the Armenian geno- 


cide.” 
Ara Sarafian 


“Dr. Merrill's name used to be mentioned often at our home 
for one reason or another, always with affection and respect. 
Also my father and Dr. Merrill had worked in relief work in 
Aintab (during the Turkish massacre of Armenians). They 
had been accused of being spies. Unable to do much with 
Dr. Merrill, my father had been arrested and court-martialed 
to be hanged. However, by the grace of God, at the last 
session, my father was able to convince the court that Dr. 
Merrill was a man of God, doing only good, by helping the 
destitute people, Armenian and Turk alike. The execution 
was stayed. I vaguely remember that some folks went to the 


jail and brought him home.” 
Norman Shanlin 


These are but a few of the comments about Dr. John Merrill, 
a true Christian and a true hero, during those terrible days 
when the Turkish authorities unleashed their genocide against 
the Armenian people. 

Many of the Armenians who escaped the massacres took 
refuge in Aleppo, Syria, expanding the Armenian community 
in that city. In 1921, an Armenian Evangelical School was 
founded, which in time evolved into Aleppo College. What- 
ever could be salvaged fromCentral Turkey College in Aintab, 


such as books and equipment, had been brought to Aleppo by 
the American missionaries. In 1924 Dr. Merrill was asked to 
take over the school’s direction. He did so, and quickly orga- 
nized the school into a leading educational facility. He intro- 
duced a printing press, the first output of which was his own 
translation of the Gospel of John from the original Greek to 
vernacular Armenian. He also established an athletic pro- 
gram and personally led daily prayer meetings. His influence 
led a number of his students to follow the pastoral profession 
and eventually to serve in Armenian communities both in the 
the New. 
protien comments by some of his*former students 
reflect the admiration he generated and the influence he had 


on shaping their lives and careers: 


“With absolute honesty I declare that, I, in my lifetime, 


have never met a person who is more sympathetic and multi- 


dimensional as Dr. Merrill. 

“Truly, Dr. Merrill was a missionary prophet when others 
were mere missionaries. Prophet not in the sense that he fore- 
told the future, but in the sense that he was able to correctly 
current situations and to honestly declare Gods will. 


analyze ( 
Dr Merrill’s individuality was the whole of his essence. 


He had a mystic or prophetic quality that commanded re- 
spect, even from his peers. ; . 
“To find the secret of this great man s respect-commandin Zz 
one must look not only at his physical demeanor, 
but also look into in his inner person, which had equal, if, not 
greater, qualities and virtues that set him apart from his circle 
of friends, acquaintances and colleagues. 
“We Armenians should be proud and grateful that our chil- 
dren were born and raised during that period of the Arme- 
al Movement which was under the influence 


nian Evangelic was 
of the teachings of a model Christian in the person of Dr. 


Merrill." 


qualities, 


Rev. Assadour Sadakian 


“He inspired his students and tried to help them in many 


ways to. appreciate their heritage as Armenians. He was a 
d discipline from his students. He was a 


man who expecte é ; 
eat man and his memory must be kept high with respect 


d gratitude for generations to come. : 
on When were driven out of Aintab in 1 921-22, with people 


ts of Cilicia, we settled in Aleppo. I en- 
wl ss eee pee Armenian Evangelical School in 
1923. The School was ina primitive situation. In 1924 = 
Merrill and his wife came to Aleppo from U.S.A. He too 
over the management and moved the school to new a 
in a mostly Christian quarter of Aleppo. He alice d e 
school on the same principles as the Central Turkey College. 
His aim was to revive the community, and educate the ai 
with the purpose of preparing them to serve their peopte. 


Dr. Merrill was a person of high ideals and a great educa- 


tor.” 
«7. Vahram Babikian, M.D. 


Dr. Merrill took an active role among the members of the 
Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel Church. Every Sunday 
morning, before the church service, he led the Bible study 
class for the Turkish speaking seniors. My uncle, who was in 
the same class, told us that Dr. Merrill’ answers to the most 
difficult questions were amazing and enlightening. Mrs. 

errill, each Sunday afternoon, rendered great service to 
pies ’ Christian Endeavor group. The resourcefulness of 
both Dr. Merrill and Mrs. Merrill were highly appreciated by 
the Armenian Evangelical Community. 

“My memories go back to 1926-1929, during the happy 
days of high school. Dr. Merrill was our president. He was 
a highly educated and experienced administrator and a 
teacher at the same time. We enjoyed his teachings in his- 
tory and the Bible. His favorite book in the Bible was Acts. 
How he eagerly and fully used to explain apostle Paul’s 
achievements in his Christian mission. 

“Dr. Merrill’ inspiring fifteen-minute talks at the Chapel 
Service, as I remember, about ‘Obedience, truthfulness and 
sharing your blessings with others’ among other subjects, 
made an indelible impression on the listener. Furthermore, 
his way of Christian life was an example for everybody and 
in particular for those students who had the intention to be- 
come pastors. He was extremely happy seeing this move- 
ment among several students. He encouraged them and or- 
ganized Bible study classes.” 

Haroutune Nazarian, D.D.S. 


“The first time I saw Dr. Merrill in person was when he 
returned to the Middle East. In 1924 he came to Aleppo to 
organize the school which came to be known as Aleppo Col- 
lege. As a youngster of 12, I saw this handsome, slim, and 
tall man, exuberating the aura of gentleness and kindness. I 
had similar impressions of just a couple of saintly Armenian 
pastors, but he excelled them both. 

“Later I had the privilege of learning in his classes and 
Jrom his teachings. He used to have general assemblies of 
teaching sessions on manners — how to hold spoons and 
bowls when drinking soup, etc. — and ethics. One thing I 
remember and practice to this day, is: on the way out, to 
leave doors, at any office or house, in the condition they were 
.. closed or open .. on the way in, unless one knows definitely 
they should be otherwise. In conversation he would not hesj- 
tate to correct ones English. He wanted the students to Speak 
correct English.” 

Norman Shanlin 
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WE HAVE MOVED... 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 


has moved to its New Headquarters. 


The AMAA's New Address is: 


31 WEST CENTURY ROAD 


PARAMUS, 
U.S. A. 


NJ 07652 


Telephone and fax numbers, as well as e-mail address are the same: 


Tel: (201) 265-2607 


Fax: (201) 265-6015 
E-Mail: AMAAINC@AOL.COM 


ane pais it. Armenian Evangelical community of 
Sa ae 2 ina region (Aleppo) that was part of the 
mill talks of ie e Presbyterian Church. There were infor- 
nian Evan ites tai OES [Arab and Arme- 
Turkey Colle ¥ ‘ a Dr. Merrill, while President of Central 
bie a ae pledged to educate the Armenian com- 
direction of - ee they would be able to take over the 
Berths a a Coe themselves. He could not now sup- 
Beraswieny ; this proposed union because it would no longer 
iy 'Y Armenian institution. 
ee matter was raised at the Annual Meeting of 
Meni vangelical Churches of the Middle East. Dr. 
as against a union because he felt the College could 
4 ter serve the Armenian community as an Armenian instj- 
or ed that “a apeked any comprised of Armenians 
pa rm il It was decided, however, to form a union. 
Aon = ane aman of, principle, did not feel he sould 
pe er prise about which he had serious reservations. 
oi, ogi resigned his position so that a person commit- 
0 the idea of a union could take over its direction.” 

Prof. H. Kalayan 


eo ane ee one of the first students at Aleppo 
ge, describes Dr. Merrill’s later years, after his r 
the United States: years, after his return to 


ee a Mise Merrill lived ten years in Brooklyn from 
rae 47. During this time Dr. Merrill led a very active 
life in public relations. Brooklyn had fertile soil for the cul- 
tivation both in the religious field and in social action. He 
used well his talent and resources in scholarship. He Botha: 
self involved both in the service of church and the promotion 


of good will in international relations. 

“Dr Merrill must have been 65 years old when he left 
Aleppo. Ten years had elapsed after his retirement. At the 
age of 75 his energies and disposition alerted him that it was 
time for him to slow down. Mrs. Merrill too had heart prob- 
lems. They felt the necessity of leaning on younger shoul- 
ders. So they moved from Brooklyn to Beacon, NY, to be 
close to their daughter Margaret. 

“Mrs. Merrill died in 1950, the effect of whose death ag- 
gravated both the body and spirit of Dr. Merrill. However, 
he lived ten more years after the loss of his wife. In the mean- 
while he alternated his residence between the homes of his 
two daughters, Margaret Coons and Dorothy Dorman. 

“John Ernest Merrill, the great missionary, eminent edu- 
cator, an undiscriminating humanitarian, and a wellspring 
of inspiration, affectionately loved and respected by both Ar- 
menian and Turkish communities, first in Aintab, then in 
Aleppo, and by all who got to know him at any time or place, 


died on September 22, 1960 at the age of 88.” 
Rev. Mihran M. Koeroghlian 


Dr. Merrill’s objectives throughout his service among Ar- 
menians was to inspire in them self-reliance and pride in their 
heritage. He retired in 1937 from the presidency of Aleppo 
College, having firmly established an institution that met his 
objectives. 

Dr. Merrill’s memory should be kept alive as an example of 
what it means to have Christian values and, in the face of 
dangers and difficulties, to live a life in harmony with those 
values. He merits respect and gratitude from all Armenians 
and deserves a place of honor in the annals of Armenian his- 
tory. He was a true Christian and a true hero. 


Armenia 


by Salim Diab 


Editor’s Note: Mr. Salim Diab is amem- 
ber of the Lebanese parliament. He was 
born in Beirut to the well-known Abdel 
Rahim Diab family. After receiving his 
elementary education in Lebanon, he at- 
tended the Seven-Oak School in En- 
gland, where he completed his high 
school education. Subsequently, he at- 
tended Haigazian University where he 
was a classmate of Rev. Movses B. 


Janbazian, the Executive Director of 


AMAA. Mr. Diab graduated from Hai- 


gazian in 1970. 

Mr. Diab is a successful businessman, 
a much-admired community leader, and 
a tireless advocate of disadvantaged in- 
dividuals and groups. His commitment 
to the rebuilding of Lebanon and his ef 
forts for a durable peace with justice mn 
the region, has earned him the love and 
respect of all segments of the Lebanese 
society. 


Dw the first years of my life, an 
Armenian woman took care of me. 


Mrs. Serpoohie Najarian was MY nanny. 


It was through her lips that for the first 
time I heard the unfamiliar words of a 
language which she spoke with her rela- 
tives or to herself in her solitude. 
Once I asked her what was she saying, 
what language was she using, and why 
was she often speaking to herself? 
Through Mrs. Serpoohie’s answe!s 
came to know of the history of the Ags 
menian people and the nightmares which 
they were subjected to. Her stories Te- 
mained with me as folk tales, which 
would hear growing up as a child, until 
became an adult and enrolled at Beirut S 
Haigazian University. It was there wae 
the stories told by my nanny became tied 
to Armenia and the “Armenian Caw 
as communicated by my college friend 
and through various Armenian publee 
tions. In my college years and later life, 
I became involved in defending the 


“Armenian Cause,” participating in 
many activities organized by my college 
friends. However, the “Armenian Cause” 
became more real to me as a result of 
my nanny’s stories and her words spo- 
ken during her solitude. Her words have 
left a greater impressionin my mind than 
the words of orators. 

And, as if all of a sudden, this ques- 
tion became real to me after having vis- 
ited the Palestinian refugee center of 
Sabra in the aftermath of the 1982 Pal- 
estinian massacres. As a result, I envi- 
sioned and was awakened to the suffer- 
ings experienced by my nanny, and I re- 
alized the anxiety and struggles experi- 
enced by my college friends. That day, I 
understood the terrible violence and 
crime committed during the Armenian 
Genocide, the massacres and deporta- 


tions and, lastly, the denial of the whole 


event. 
That which occurred to the Armenian 


people was 4 cruel and conscienceless 
act of ethnic cleansing which claimed 
the lives of many, just to appease the 
bloodthirsty passion of professional 


criminals. 


An Exceptional Book... 


The Armenian Genocide 


n Genocide: A Crime Against Humanity 


Salim Diab 


This act represents a gross violation 
of human rights, and the total denial of 
the right of self-determination of people. 

The genocide perpetrated against the 
Armenian people will remain for all times 
and for all peoples a gruesome reminder 
of man’s inhumanity towards man. On 
the other hand, the striving for freedom 
and peace, as well as the love for cre- 
ative enterprise, in its own right, is a liv- 
ing memorial to a people who will never 
die. Their cause will not be forgotten 
because, in the end, victory and life be- 
long to the righteous. 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY 
by Aharon Sapsezian 


Armeni 
tianity am 


‘an Christianity clearly and succinctly recounts the history of Chris- 
ong Armenians. In 143 pages, the author has managed to present, in 


readable English, how Christianity came to Armenia and how, over the centu- 
ries, became assimilated into Armenia's cultural heritage. The narrative is pre- 


sented 


objectively, avoiding partisanship of polemics. As such, it is — or 


should be — of interest to Armenians of all religious persuasions and to non- 
Armenians as well. The book contains a selective bibliography and a useful 


index. 


Armenian Christianity makes a valuable gift specially to young people. 


The second and revised edition of this unique book is now available from the 
AMAA Book Service Program. Call (201) 265-2607 to order-your copy. 
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The Mission Field 


AMAA Leaders Visit 
Turkey and Bulgaria 


rmenian communities in Lebanon, 
Turkey and Bulgaria are facing se- 
rious pressures and problems. These 
pressures are particularly severe on the 
Armenian Evangelical communities in 
these countries, as they are smaller in 
numbers and poorer in resources. 
Last January, Mr. Andrew Torigian 
and Rey. Movses Janbazian, President 
and Executive Director of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), respectively, traveled to Leba- 
non to meet. math the Central Commit- 
tee of the Union of Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Churches in the Near East. Although 
peace has replaced civil war in Leba- 
non, the economic dislocations and run- 
away inflation caused by that prolonged 
conflict are still in evidence. A small 
proportion of Lebanon’ s population may 
have profited from the war, but the large 
majority are worse off than they were 
before. 

In the course of these meetings, Mr. 
Torigian and Rey. Janbazian reviewed 
the problems and needs facing Arme- 
nian Evangelical churches, schools and 
other institutions in Lebanon. After the 
meetings, Mr. Torigian returned to the 
USS., but Rev. Janbazian stayed behind 


Lebanon, 


to study in greater depth the 
problems facing Armenian 
Evangelicals in Lebanon. In 
doing so, he met with Arme- 
nian Evangelical pastors, 
school boards, school princi- 
pals, church representatives 
and leaders of Armenian 
Evangelical organizations and 
instrumentalities. 

On his way back to the U.S., 
Rev. Janbazian stopped off in 
Istanbul (Turkey) and Sofia 
(Bulgaria) to meet with lead- 
ers of the local Armenian 
Evangelical communities. In both coun- 
tries the Armenian Evangelical churches 
are struggling to overcome serious fi- 
nancial and organizational problems and 
look to the AMAA for moral and mon- 
etary support. 

In the course of his three days in 
Istanbul, Rev. Janbazian met with lead- 
ers of the Gedik Pasha and Beyoglu 
churches, Mr. Krikor Agabaloglu and 
Mr. Hovhannes Torkomoglu. He 
preached at a women’s prayer meeting 
held in a private home and attended by 

about 80 women, young and old. The 
entire service was in the Turkish lan- 


AMAA leaders with the members of UAECNE Central Committee in Beirut. 


AMAA Executive Director Rev. Movses B. Janbazian 
and President Mr. Andrew Torigian visit with HU 
President, Dr. John Khanjian at his office. 


guage. “Similar prayer meetings are held 
every day in different parts of the city,” 
Rey. Janbazian wrote in his reports, “—a 
practice reminiscent of the early Chris- 
tian Church.” 

The combined attendance of the two 
Armenian Evangelical churches is about 
100. According to Rev. Janbazian, "the 
sanctuaries of both Beyoglu and Gedik 
Pasha churches are beautiful old struc- 
tures which have not been well main- 
tained. They were recently painted but 
both need extensive repair work. Both 
congregations need the prayers and fel- 
lowship of their sister churches in other 
countries." Rev. Janbazian pointed out 
that the Beyoglu church needs to have a 
heating system installed, as they now use 
butane gas heaters — a highly dangerous 
alternative. “These churches,” wrote 
Rev. Janbazian, “represent the humble 
presence and feeble but faithful witness 
of the Armenian Evangelical church in 
the very cradle in which it was born. 
They are the last living roots that con- 
nect us with our origins.” 

Rev. Janbazian’s other stop on his 
way home was in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
where he met with the leaders of the 
four Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
Bulgaria: Rev. Sarkis Paravazian of 
Sofia, Sister Josephine Keshishian of 


wet 


The Mission Field 


Plovdiv, and Rev. Bedros Altunian 
of Varna and Brother Yervant 
Kazasian of Russe. Together, they re- 
viewed the work and needs of the 
local churches, fellowships and com- 
| munities. Bulgaria’s economy is in 
disarray, with rampant unemploy- 
ment, low wages and reductions in 
social services. The AMAA pro- 
vides financial assistance to the Ar- 
menian Evangelical churches in Bul- 
garia, but the needs are many and 
urgent. They need Bibles, children’s 

Christian literature, communion 

sets, audiovisual materials, visiting 

Se] pastors and, for two of the churches, 

®) resident pastors. “The leaders of our 

churches in Bulgaria are limited in 

experience and training,” wrote Rev. 

Janbazian. “However, they are serv- 

ing our churches with zeal, enthusi- 

asm and faithfulness. They deserve 

our prayers, active fellowship and 

practical support.” 

Rey. Janbazian concluded his report 
with the following words: “I pray that 
God will give us the wisdom, will- 
ingness and ability to respond to the 
challenges and opportunities for an 
effective Armenian Evangelical mis- 
sion ministry in Turkey and Bulgaria. 

: May He use us in greater measure to 

; a strengthen the life and work of our 

-, Bulgaria (above). A women's prayer Evangelical Churches in those 
Oe countries.” O 


\.- 
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Leaders of the Armenian E vangelical Church 
meeting held in a private home in Istanbul. 


Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Giragosian 
In Toronto 


Mr. Samuel Giragosian is the AMAA 
Representati 
cently, he an 


Toronto, Cana i 
s eye. While in Toronto, 
& Mrs. 


ve in Vanatzor, Armenia. Re- 


d his wife, Narine, visited 


da, for a series of treatments 

the 
for Narine' 
Giragosians were hosted by Mr. 


Mihran & Vartouhie Jizmejian. 


: SEG & 
Pictured at right is Mr. & Mrs. pre : 
Narine Giragosian at the home of oF I. 
Mrs. Mihran and Vartouhie Jizmejian. 
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News & Notes 


Rey. Dr. Chopourian Honored 


Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian and the other 
clergy founders of the Armenian Inter- 
Communal Committee (AICC) of Phila- 
delphia were honored during this year’s 
Vartanantz commemoration in Philadel- 
phia, PA, held on February 19, 1988, at 
the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic 
Church. It was in 1963 that Rev. 
Chopourian spearheaded the establish- 
ment of AICC with the cooperation of the 
pastors of the local Armenian Evangelical, Catholic and Apos- 
tolic Churches, namely, Rev. Zaven Arzoumanian of the Holy ‘lp. 
ity Armenian Apostolic Church, Rev. Arsen Hagopian of St. Gre- 
gory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church, Msgr. Stepan 
Stepanian (deceased) of St. Mark’s Armenian Catholic Church 
and Archbishop Papken Varjabedian of Sts. Sahag and Mesrob 
Armenian Apostolic Church. AICC is the sponsoring body of joint 
Vartanantz celebrations in Philadelphia. i 

Rev. Jirair Sogomian introduced Honoree Rev. Dr. Chopourian, 
citing him as the catalyst for the Armenian Inter-Communal con- 
cept. Quoting from Psalm 133, “How good and pleasant it is when 
kindred live together in unity”, Rev. Sogomian saluted Dr. 


Chopourian for his courage in putting into action his vision of 
unity because “that’s the way God intended us to be.” Rev. 
Sogomian closed his remarks with the presentation of a commemo- 
rative plaque. Dr. Chopourian expressed thanks and acknowledged 
the role of Archbishop Papken, whose cooperation, he averred, 
was key to the joining of the five churches. 


Rey. Sam Agulian Installed as Pastor of AMC 


In a service which featured representatives of the greater Bos- 
ton Christian community and representatives from every denomi- 
nation of the Armenian churches, Rev. Samuel Agulian was in- 
stalled as the new pastor of the Armenian Memorial Church (AMC) 
of Watertown on Sunday, October 19, 1997. The service was con- 
ducted under the auspices of the Metropolitan Boston Association 
of the UCC with the participation of the AEUNA. A large congre- 
gation of Church members and friends attended the service. A 
joyous reception in honor of Rev. & Mrs. Agulian followed. 

Rev. Agulian assumed his duties at the AMC in September, 1997. 
He has previously served in the Armenian Cilicia Cong'l Church of 
Pasadena and the Armenian Evang'l Fellowship of Glendale, CA. 

Rev. Agulian, his wife Houri (formerly Khachigian) and five- 
year-old daughter, Nyree, have established residency in the church 
parsonage in Belmont. 


AMAA General Endowment Funds ($1,000 & over as of 7/31/97) 
LN OVC NELTS 4.0 he TM SN SS $43,899 
PANGHMRAD ING Ge INES, TASK cs csecrsosesscttvertsrsternsoesse., 34,957 
Anonymous LK 50,000 
Gaia; Waban 82 Grace is. sadsicscvseted.occevovsct tasssoreeersce 34.027 
Bakmazian, Param & Selma 1s sibsitas 61.460 
Bedikian Theological, Rev. AntranigvAC ce 


Besar 2 
Berberian, Dr. Dicran & Mrs. Armenouhi ...............000.. aa es 
Bezirganian, IDie, Ge INES, (COE Rar aenese eer cae Hereocn 40,000 
Boyajian, PAVECIS GE NKUNATOUM s.3.140...01ss04:eeeecree Were 53,309 
Darakjian, Albert & Annabelle ........:.sccscssssssessesseeseseee 35,850 
Darakjian, Nazareth & Annie .........c.ccssssessessesseesseeeseessee 36,824 
Davidian Memorial, James A. .....:..c..c.ssc-ssesssecessescnsseesss 43,560 
Dohanian Family, Hagop and Esther 45.394 
Galoostian; Flora and! Diane ...c.cccsccscscssscssesescesseseseseorsens 45,000 
Hagopian, Bedros & Yeranouhi .........cccccceccssssceecseseeveeeess 36,250 
Hancock, Angele Bedrossian ........c.ccsccscessessesssesseseeeneeees 35,666 
Harpootlian, Charles & Esther ....c....ccccccesscsecssceseeceseoreeee 35,533 
Hovnanian Memorial, Dr. Phillip & Lydia... 44,100 
Iskenderian Memorial, Dr. Haig, Nevart & Yerchanik . 44,075 
Iskiyan Theological, Paul & Arousiag oo... 41,150 
Jameson Bamaly Mamas Varnes Gy s.r ysssecsssesss00.2- 61,402 
Jedidian Educational, Martha Dood v.cccccccccscscsscsseeseseees 61,347 
Kalagian Memorial, Kaloosd, Zabel & Alice .....cc.c0 54,977 
Karamanoukian, Ohannes & AraXxie......ccsccccccesesseseeeee 53,992 
Grae InL, ID) Ae INNES, LEE erence asco eecen nero 56,537 
Kasparian Scholarship #4, Alice Odian .......0.cccccccc 40,000 


ee FUNDS INADVERTENTLY OMMITTED IN ANNUAL REPORT 
eae a computer error, the following Endowment Funds were inadvertently ommitted in the AMAA An- 
nual Report for 1996-97. The AMAA management sincerely regrets and apologizes for the ommission. 


Keuhnelian, Mr. & Mrs. Garabed H. .........-.ssseceetetee 33,774 
Merjanian, Vosgeperan & Josephine .........-.--:--seeee 895235 
Nahigian, Raymond & Marie ........+:::ssseeeeeeeeeteeteeness 41,428 
Nedourian Memorial, Dikranouhie ............::ssseeeererees 54,217 


Nourkhanian Mem’1, Alice ......:c:cescessessessesseseeseneeteeeessess 50,000 
Ouzounian, Mr. & Mrs. Mike ......::ececeseeeseteeseeteeterees 60,720 
Piranian, Simon & Louisa........ceeeree 185,000 
Poloshian Memorial, Narthooe Nahigian 14,000 
Salibian, Mr. & Mrs. Hrag .......sceeseeseceeeseeseseesersereeneetens 35,165 
Salverian, Leon & Arshalouyse 48,452 
Saprichian, Altoon & Sata... 

Segel, Mr. & Mrs. David... 

Sevoyan, Charles ...........++ 
Sourenian Mem’ ], Lucy ......sseseseeeteesrseseseseesereesrerenene 
Tourian, Mr. & Mrs. Levon H. 
Tufenkian Memorial, Richard .........:::es 
Uligian, Mr. & Mrs. Charles .......-.:-s-serere 
Vartanian, Michael M. & Lily Aghavni .......--.- 
Zeron, Mrs. ByAZar ........cccesseroseeseeresersecensrersseserescereceres 


Haigazian University ($1,000 & over as of 7/31/97) 
Bellew, /Nigtim VG pen Peeper eee eo eo 38,400 


Kurkjian Memorial, Louis & Marry ......-:sssereerree 55,740 
Morott Mem’l, Agnes ..........:ccseesserererereeresrenensecererenctsss 63,102 
Peters Memorial, Leon S. .........:::ccceeeseesseseennnreessennreestents 62,180 
Sourenian Memorial, Shavharsh & LUCY~.......:-:1-+ 63,469 


Kitchen Encounter 


by H. Ronnie Henesian 


Editor’s Note: Mrs. H. Ronnie Henesian is a founding member 


and a generous supporter of F. riends of AMAA-Peninsula Group. 
Ronnie and her husband, Aram Henesian, are also active mem- 
bers of the St. Andrew Armenian Apostolic Church of Cupertino, 
CA. Mr. & Mrs. Henesian have played a key role in the establish- 
ment of the parish, and in the construction of the beautiful sanctu- 
ary of St. Andrew Church. The following testimony by NOBRE 
demonstrates the Christian love and the genuine Armenian Spurs 
with which she has always related to, and served all Armenians 
regardless of their religious, social or political backgrounds. 


ast week, as I was wash- 
ing the pots after 


Sunday’s coffee hour at 
church, a gentleman walked 
into the kitchen with what 
appeared to be an urgent re- 
quest. I listened to him for 
a few seconds, understand- 
ing not one single word. 
The quizzical look on my 
face quickly brought a ces- 
sation to our one-sided con- 
versation. We both smiled 
and he began once again. 
This time, knowing what I 
against, I gave him my undivided attention, listening care- 


was up 
fully to his every wore. 

I had heard Eastern Armenian before and had been able to un- 
derstand key words. However, this man’s dialect left no room for 
my comprehension. We laughed at one another's bewilderment. 
He, probably thinking, “what kind of an Armenian is this 
woman...she cannot understand me.” And I thinking, “why can’t I 
understand this man. I know he’s speaking Armenian.” Fortu- 
nately, another parishioner, well-versed in his dialect, translated 
and I was able to fulfill his request. 

In 1605, the ancestors of this man had been forced by Persia's 
Shah-Abbas to emigrate to his new capital, Isfahan, and settle 
nists, whereas mine had remained in an- 
dealing with a different enemy. Here we 
an Armenian Church kitchen on the other 
annot understand my words...nor I, his. 
eart that he has found a new home 
y in Cupertino, California, 

Jur shared Christian beliefs 


there as unwilling colo 
cient historic Armenia, 
are, 389 years later in 
side of the world. He c 

But he knows in his h 
in our St. Andrew Church communit 
Faia darted po et a common history and our 
for which our forefathers hac ght, our cone hee 
culture, point out that our commonalities 1 he et 
ences. The very breath of Vartan surges ee Mies 
each and every one of us, attesting t0 the eae Sa 
no strangers in an Armenian Church anywhere ! 


newfound brothers and sisters.O 


AMAA Representatives in 
Washington, D.C. 


From left, Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian, Mr. Andrew Torigian, 
Mr, Albert Momjian and Mr. Charles DeMirjian. 


An AMAA delegation recently paid a courtesy visit to Re- 
public of Armenia Ambassador to the United States, Mr.. 
Rouben Shugarian. The delegation was led by Mr. Albert 
Momjian, and included Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian, Mr. 
Andrew Torigian and Mr. Charles DeMirjian. After their 
cordial meeting with Ambassador Shugarian, the AMAA 
representatives also visited the White House, where Mr. 
Set Momjian personally accompanied them in a special 
tour of the executive mansion of the President of the United 
States. 
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ZujyGpnEuU Pwdhu 


UPRGSUPU USNR EPR 
G4GLGShPU UPUS UUPGLAPR EPP UC 


«Fauuyk p E"[np may fue Ev Uchinpwip pupnykygk p Ee [5p 
unky Snews bp Ly» (Wuiphr 16. 15): 
Uchinupurty ne ftbu huipkunprc[sébeup 

Uchunuputi gre fF fpctip fufeun Bush users prslpusis qep dp mf 
ephunnikuhuat hpot phi S59: Ppruhwiins Fé SEY ng 
epfunnikn [Ffch fury, 18 EhEqkgh ev ng wy prfumntbuy 
unui we Fun sre [FE usth: Lhpgngkp webu gree peti 
Shin gre gus Prue Ehbqkgfu: Vkhyp fiprseutp pus §- 
«Ghiqkgfi fuuf an bunuapust gen [F fits ans ke punt hp SEntipy: 
Ug paps PIE sage lpr, U. pups uljulwy, U7 [ofu ‘puppet, 7m 
dfishe Spf eyo wins, Pp — wie unt whSunun — ppfeuniskwy 
Enus bh be Ynypsts, wi bumupuus gr [Feu guapSfe F: 

Pp fuunniskusluhs wtb gre [Fp nyu yerotiuny ha alu 
Fr Susuinuink g Sfuncu (wihig ne gin BmfSutbbu Wh punfrgs wel 
we bunt $e [Fis pp, puyg wh nye preqesiy b qlinfiip 
wunnpuinkg ph ucfinupwtgnefdewh): Ui Quins tk 
qpyaas Unul his Ccbunupusiipgis kp, ape mid fi, 6 pet pp 
Eu mung bkpah of pay Spfinws § wakeup gre [Ff 
Poulton Few SE) ukinputige teu gyfeuenpap Spel 
Uuun[tbru 28. 19-kiy my ure) Brnf Sutin 3h 16 -pq. SanP ups 
fee a wylybe ubphy wy pupop, fpugke bp 

py unnciue, npyybug bp uf mf np Usunp Guu 4 
¢unpunch Cusuy us juchinbialps busta p ncubinay:» Luphus § 
ere qepkpn akinnpige few gypouenpe yappgp be 
Duysarh py = Sufusyhs wry fu Sh, feperputighep Puapyne 
hphm Ffpie Quunedny [Purguenpr [Fuss Surfs: 

Bhunco fp Sutipuny fis gnpop ubjukys unug, Guplhre 
a a inp gp feenp mr phy fe fip umn Stuikg 

L froupkpny, apotp grgg Yaemuh wing 
eane Feeney $ wes puny [F7- «Ge Br Guvubup funnin by bu Eunke 

Bhuncu Qeeny by ps lyn Uuinnrdny U.ppuyne[tbuty Ucbinmpatup 
Ti peipngbp, a pub [@b dunfusinaly pe ppugue &, be Usannrdny 
(Fuqwenpre (Fpolp foinkyins, mining pup iigk p DX U.ckunapuips 
Su munugk p» (Suph au i ds 15): DLachun 4. 18,19 
SuPupikpacts Sk Bhuncu Yoeunny whips gre [Fis 
puny[tp, bi fdu Sag ps Ee gyfuuenp Pupghpp, fugebe Duke 
Uunn[tkr 28. 19-f SEY: 

Shfinckpad fkpngpgbay SuPupikpoe ppg, 
mt kinwpurh gree feu huapliyfp § us § Pas y SEmbkcbkuy 
four we [Fb SEY: Ockumput gar fFpeup Bhuncuf 
tiple [Fw peaph pop purprgn [tft £ PE quenpukpoe 
hphacftkuwts Bu Cuumnedny thin pht Suh apr: Oyu 
ams Pmt hE E[FE apkck pun mpnepe agkip Qua“ 
Sere esa eespe ess wckunuputgne [PF feup Yoputigre gus Wrypsg hr 
ephunitikuluh flan be tyunnalp: Yasha wing SEY 
fepapulighep pump yun quphenp pypaynd Sughd, byph pe 
atinkuk yr. thip whiap FEY gutnemds wbiuplhacfF pup 
SE quenpubkpaets: OuSpudthyn & gkynky aye fpngacfFfpeup, 
apn Sbunke mi juosi pun fens pesgdia[F fie EhEqkg fut, 
pupighstbp, wuchinmpwtippgikp be Saemnnghayphhp fuss 
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Gkp- Gawyh Yup tug bus 


apoip, Epphdti fpbiig wi put pou ugdahbpyess 
Spun fpubpret LEY ng Pfayh Eph ppp inf, tngiful 
ng PEL wnky nef Qapanew ds Sogpfikpae pple [dew Santa: 
anfu ne gkygkghh yugioh pbk pp, Pate wb 
puapbuppulsts & peg fpukpp, ed pau fuera effi fi 5 unl 
wineggahh Epa pepe dams Fh Anpornass $n ftp 
pha fFew wif pudtbyunncf[éfeip, ap fuipkenpugngts 
Dupuy & pryap Ehbeqegpikpoeu: Qhusy wae burns gr [dF fret, 
ng wy 82 Pup fun epfhunntbar ft fet, wre ag Bfuncuf 
ple [Few Ocbimpwitp puapaga ftw be Ph ywenpukpr 
phe (Few: Ocbuupwtignefifeip uipryanybume Ff Lp 
eh ap Apiwiip pipnctify fant Pipdthy, wuygy wnupkyrefF ft 
dps ki, ap ship [pinap Sipdhy hunf spupocify: huge’: 
er ust fips Spent Ppt & Skp Bfuncu epfuunnuf 
Yat upoeads Ehbqkgfpi: [okEe Bpuncu Quest hptkis 
upoms gapsp fkpQugneg wgu myfuupSh ypmy Epkp 
errs pra ks puffuwgphu, puyg Uinp anu phyrefifrup 
efbpSugue: Ut Eph pup Su ps ph un? hp 
un phyafFfcup tinfuumtighg hp uyubhbpotbpah, apotp 
gmesnnl ypu ug thf wnupph bibqigphs be pun 
dintimph hh tke oepfy Eheqkegfukpoe fog ire [Fewsts: 
Bhuncuf furl pis £ np hp wut puntk pp Eu Ehkgtgft 
qupriil bh hp unui phy fifeiup Ochimpuwtgr fF ft puke: 
Gx Bhuncu hp angus furl pp her 6 pts infuuatighg wing: 
«Hugk p es wy wily Epunkyb'p Ses fl punky p see unpifEgnigk p» ss 
wuntp Spuatwiukp bh unpaid Ehkqghgfpt fe ng [Fb 
piunpe fF frtitp, trunfuu pulp hunt huupky fire F ftikp: Bunuy fr 
king wyvop huupy op Ebiqlgfukp kc Ehkqkguhwthkp atid 
ne wipkhwiky fp fygfpetibkp be fe fuwtinfFpeuitp bh, ke 
Snngus bi [Fh fptip Sunwthp Geo uywuuphrtkp bb 
Sf yis Stnquty bya Fu mugen ply Eyre. fpbig OT frsh Gyre fups 
mL 2 putea pe Shp Bhuncu Fp feunnufr: G/F Ehtqtgf 
Eu, EfFt Ehkqkguhwih Eu, Ef¢t YEpumpt sums 
Sueununughuypbhp bh, ui) pune [Ff gar, aunfuyre ds 
lan tiple [Fou Ocbumpwiip puprgkyne, Ocbunuputi gre fF fein 
pubyn, npn Shunk win p Bfuncu Pp fun Spt pis 
unl bis: 
Ucbunuputy n_[d bu Qkebpp 
Ccbunmpusigneftpeiup pukyae pg tat fep divin huss: 
Ugupurr gunn np oteg Sununmuaghuy 3 fr Apump puky [Fh frp 
mcbunnput gels fen th Ypiap puky, apo Sbunke Yrgresl, 
fap fife Ip lyuaplyprnfdfeds grep orm wnapluy 
Ip pk. «Qhuipy be kp qe wl Bu, puryg nyt 2nq bu E: 
Ginko ay mobibpp quituqut bu, payy Ung Skew b-- Ubu 
Chyna Zag bby jeyguntine fe pcup inpnid 5 onnunb Gunfup .-- 
Zay bu Wp Gkpy eps be uf FEynce quan quan lp pusd ub, 
puguybu nig kb» (U.- Yaphfduaghy V2. 4. 5. 7; WD): 
hpushutine[Fiuts SEY Hip Supp wn bun puss gre [tou sar fift 
fund heuprqre[F feu gretbiuy 36, wsyy quitntp ifuufugiky be 


winunkuky bs Qupquoygn [Pepusiony $, mp urs & UV Soebb 
Lkpyapdéne[Fiws ke hpuuhfr nyeuly usu fri: 

Ushi nye preie yf, Uc bunuprushi gen [Huss perry, neque fs 
fe witb uki fuuphenp dfup Bfuncuf Ppl [thus Uckunupusisfr 
piu perrigera fd lite NES aot eg CU Ur OL oe a 
wr phuyphkp Ex ucbunmpwpgubp prhi ke bp pukh: 


Buf Swtiku, Qkingiiu, Uurt putin, Qlognu, Phy fyyr, - 


guy fis Bfuncup puiprighy ph: Ns Pfu fpFie:, oe Fe L 
fpbiig Shun prynp Sree gb k ph ui]; fury iif Sup Sr byne 
uinki. «Ge wy ghpregw Eqs bpp lip upuunb ps ne Poupp 
ke pmpngbhies bbybaays Usntuppayh Tbe eerie ee nea 
Pppunnup yp pupagbp wuntig be bbe eb bows fwoupk 
ulpuky rn] Bbuncup puipny by uiinp» Prpep Unuphyrg 8. 4, 5 35): 

Pirgn'e Pfui Bpuncup uypkinp § pep ey: Nypn{ Shanker yee 
Pky] bp fepete ghar. eat Usb quem nephy wune 
fp chy Epkbueb keel fepeeg FE9 inprewd, npr rg 
Ppp ue Oplnc bl» (Rapep Unur pking 4. 12): ieee lah 
Bfunu k Bunlpus, 2 ee ie pane ‘i, a 

3 untu puipnghhp ne L nL ‘ 

Te eee Sulu ip, EhEqtgp, Eee aa 
fun Bfuncut quan npkes puts pupaqeup, P 

‘Ubi p: y 
‘ Uckurpustigrne [Pou acple fuipkenp hk py ay ae 
froupny be gnpeny: yy abe pee ; k Bpuncup 
Cuneunanargbongh Yenill ap Sete EET ae aay 
ber fp yeu pp Skee be beh bee: Massey e ; i ce a 
eta ha he hae te Oo pam auc 
ne ee We, B aican Yugnee piss p 
fugre[Fpets pokey, BMT se 
wnuig pepe puke 9 
ig sane fears rss gas os 
hig gnpoft Pknws §: 


poppe ay pipe wel abt 
puapfe piel, wreuriig mae buna 
fpiup un kunupssgreFfeu puky 
fpr pppunnbbay pul We 
pupkynp Son Feu: Luuiunpp wre 


wy ply 

Unslyurghs pie Prarioayre. ging (AE wend ath a 
ih iain ge ee ache ae Stine fe 
un bunupussg re [F fu puby: Unpe Lngth ft Be i 
Bhuncup ugulb punk wnt berrmpaustsgere [Fe oie 
Sf ghee ap Unepp 2ny.fiu grbk gu Lake” 
Unipp 2nqghb dbp py ble one 
wrk ne bidh Gunfup lube ait 
Unwuphyng 1.8): be kpp Unpp Set 
Shiushs: bap Supa bq ke trp hhutip n 
we bens grr [Ff refi: GES bpp ob ee 
mL SEL wyennpreuhikp [pining LAGS ui] [45 F i saath 
tF ng "gb a kunupustigae dpe puky G45 ‘elias fifi 
UR ns Fh yinnpreml Yobiaie eee we 
eeukyrn, apo Skurke Unepp Sag ph pease lasfd fe uy sid 
le Ub agit remnmy, kgf fk puga’e ke fue 
eee utile tek pubyre Finp: 

” Punta Eup wre besprasa gre, 
hpi spit, 2 


ppt ypebhie Qe 


ZwjG6nEU Fwdhu 


VLU U.4 
WUUULINlh 208 UPCSUPU.UU.GUL GUGLG8PEL 


YuGudoph guy UrinupuGwiwi kh knkgne 
inpuypGipp be fnjpipp Fppunnufh-uppny nygniGnil 
kG Udtpphl wp Zu UchinupwGsul wh Pil tpulgnip- bul 
knpuypGlnpG be fnyplpha: UpntG ninthugud bjpGkf 
UnbpuGuriwGh Gann EhinkguzgtGfh hhvGunpith 
hhdfkipp ophGniptwl upupnyniplui cwupl, nape 
fptlg unupinnnwlwG vuuGulgniphiip puplghG Yup. 
Uniyuku Buliyugqhuln, ZujmunwuGbu jg UrbnupwGwl wl 
Gy inkghGupp Anyft' Yip. frpGE LivnGtwip be my 
hheup tp: VbGf tru VundnrG wnopnil bGf YuGudnpnil 
by bnigugkif niGiGujnt hudfap be wy Guywnwlny 
guénil bGf hurwfhy wltG Ubpwlh hulguiulniwd 
gnitupGipp, wpGsh. np Uumnridny GYudfny 
duGudnpnil bhbnkgwzglGf yunnignih bi vip 
huGquGulnipprGGbpG wy upugGhGt wjp Yunnigdubp: 
Fulah nop Uni tiputur whip Gh intguzkG fp Uunnidny 
Guvfny kx fh nipwupnipprG pojnphu wpykG ubuinil 
bE bunnignit), Vip by tnkgn: huliquiwlnimd gnidvuphg 
3 wuhuGkph huliguaulnipfprép’ 20,000 npuil juGdGnil 
bGf Udkphywyp 4uy Urtnupwlsuh wl 
LGytipulgnip-tulp, npykugh éup huykgnnniptulp 
oguugnndkf vip fayp bhinign. YunnigdwGG h 
Guy wun: 

Skpp ophGh fp gnapéh hudup GunmyjnnGapn br 
upwhu wif Ginwlig: UWE U: 
YuGudnph guy UrbiwmupwtulwG Ghbnkgne 
fnphnipnp uGnulGkp’ 

Vuln i ij Yhpulnubwl, unlhh Puphl bul, 
lushh busunpbwG, UGni hMununtwl, 
Vup pak Pnhgqnp bul, Uniuwi YupnuGbwl 


SEF #62 GW 4U.LPU 
‘tnyu. GEnpq Ppjnybwi 

Skp, w2fvuwph bhwp, op tu uppulwd, 
fn Gnp qgujuntwl, Cpypaf Puwpapwlud: 

Skp, Piq tu qujhu, Vapnghp hnghu, 

Why fnil Ynpwopu, Why uvnjnpniwdhu: 
Skp, Pug bu qwjpu, Unphg oGncbhyjnt, 
Apn bn yunGwjnt, QuppG jwnp-bynu 

Skp, Fuq bl qujpu’ usu pl gnyws, 

UGdau Unnugws, Qplininpy nwpdawod: 
Skp, Puq tu qwjpu, 2Gmqulntjnr, 
Urtmupwltjar, Up fupnqbjnu 


Sip, Pig bu quyhu, fa uppny Ywlsnd, 
8njuny, hwrwuny, Utd Untppnidny: 


Skp, Pug tif Gujpu, fn wpbwi nidny, 

épynrp bull Yfinny, Swpniptwh fwd pny: 
Skp, Piq bu qujpu, Uunivnu tpgbjny, 
Uyopf wubjny, bunfy hhrubjny: 
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Obituaries 
Hrair Balikian 


Dr. Hrair Balikian was born on March 18, 
1934, in Aleppo, Syria, to Mihran and Lucy 
Balikian. He was a graduate of Aleppo Col- 
lege, and of the School of Medicine of the 
American University of Beirut at the age of 
24. In 1958 he began his medical internship 
at Piedmont Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
completed his residency with a two-year fel- 
lowship at Emory University, also in Atlanta. 

Dr. Babikian went into research and teach- 
ing at the Medical School of Emory Univer- 
sity after completing a tour of duty in the 
United States Army as a medical doctor in 
Korea and Tacoma, Washington. In 1971 he 
moved to Los Angeles, where the rest of his 
family was living, and practiced internal 
medicine at the Veterans Hospital in Sylmar. 
Shortly after, he joined Kaiser Hospital in 
West Los Angeles and served there with de- 
votion and excellgace until his untimely death 
on January 5, 1997, 

Hrair was everything a pharisee was not - 
very private, humble, self-effacing, honest, 
never allowing gossip or negative comments 
about anyone, genuinely caring and ever-ready 
for service. He abstained from religious exhi- 
bitionism; yet he was a man of deep faith in 
God. He was also a loyal member of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church (UACC). 

Hrair married Angele, a lovely nurse at Kai- 
ser, in 1979. The birth of Tamar in 1980 ful- 
filled their joy and happiness until tragedy 

struck one day when Hrair was diagnosed with 
a malignancy that did not respond to months 
of treatment. 

During this time, Hrair prepared to die. He 
Was more concerned about Angele and Tamar 
than about his debilitating illness. Though 
weak and often in pain, he mustered all his 
strength to lead as normal a life as a child of 
God could. He kept his faith, and was at peace 
with himself, his family and with God. His 
glowing smile endured to the end. 


John Haig Serrajian 
John Haig Serrajian, 80, went home to be 
with his Lord on May 17, 1997, in Cleveland, 
OH. Born January 20, 1917, in Bridgeport, 
CT, he was the third child of the late Hovanness 
and late Haiganoush Serrajian, members of the 
Armenian Congregational Church of Greater 
Detroit. 
Mr. Serrajian was a pharmacist who had 
lived in the Cleveland area for most of his adult 
life. He was a graduate of Wayne State Uni- 
versity, Detroit, MI, and was married to the 
late Nuvere K. Minasian of Cleveland, OH. 
He worked for Parke-Davis Pharmaceutical 
Company, the City of Cleveland, various hos- 
pitals and private pharmacies, and at the age 
of 80, was still active as a part-time pharma- 


cist. As a veteran of World War II, Mr. 
Serrajian, a Captain in the Army Air Corps, 
served in the Pacific Theater, where he was 
assigned to Okinawa, Japan, as part of the 
United States military occupation of that coun- 
try at the conclusion of the war. Honorably 
discharged from the military, John Serrajian 
returned home to his wife and young daugh- 
ter, and continued his college studies which 
had been interrupted by the war. Throughout 
his life, Mr. Serrajian never failed in his ef- 
forts to serve his fellow human beings. He was 
known for his unselfish devotion and kindness 
to others. 

Survivors include his daughters and their 
families, Nevaire and husband Barry Rich 
(Arlington, VA); Laurel and husband Robert 
Shamakian; and grandchildren, Mara and 
Dylan Shamakian (Mayfield Heights, OH). 


Isaac Shadarevian 

Isaac Shadarevian was born to Christian 
parents in Marash, Turkey, on February 6, 
1911. In 1929, at the age of 18, he emigrated 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he became 
an active member of the local Armenian Evan- 
gelical Congregational Church. He served the 
church as a member of the Church Council as 
well as a Sunday School teacher, teaching the 
Bible in the Armenian language. He married 
Elisa Manoukian in 1944. 

Mr. Shadarevian was one of the founding 
members of the Argentina District Commit- 
tee of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA). He served the AMA- 
Argentina as an active member and as a ca- 
pable secretary. 

Mr. Shadarevian was a true Christian. His 
life was an example of righteousness for his 
two children and five grandchildren. His life, 
work and relationships radiated the spirit of 
the following Biblical verse which he quoted 
frequently: "Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report: if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
those things." (Phillipians 4. 8). 

Mr. Shadarevian went to be with the Lord 
on July 14, 1997. 


Toros Hagop Shamlian 

Toros Shamlian was born in Marash, Tur- 
key on August 12, 1907, to Hagop and 
Hranoush (nee Nalbandian) Shamlian. The 
family attended the First Armenian Congre- 
gational Church in Marash. The impact of a 
Christian home life had a great influence on 
Toros. Especially in his later years, he was 
always quick to proclaim his love for the Lord 
and he especially loved to sing his faovrite 
hymns of praise. 


As a boy, Toros attended the Berjshalam 


Boys School in Marash which was run by 


German missionaries. 

In Marash, the government's efforts culmi- 
nated in 1919 in a siege that left the Shamlian 
family and all their neighbors trapped in their 
homes for 9 days. On the eve of the 10th day, 
they escaped to the French Catholic mission. 

In 1922, his father was able to bring the fam- 
ily out of Marash to Aleppo, Syria. Toros was 
able to resume his education at the American 
High School and at the American University 
of Beirut, from where he graduated with a de- 
gree in civil engineering. After graduation he 
found a job with a foreign engineering firm in 
Mosul. 

Toros married Arpine in 1937, in Aleppo, 
Syria and returned to Iraq where he resumed 
his work as an engineer. In 1941 he and his 
wife emigrated to the United States and settled 
in San Francisco. Toros and Arpine were 
blessed with two daughters, Linda in 1942 and 
Brenda in 1944. In 1968, Arpine died 
suddently. In 1973, Toros married Rosine 
Tabakian. 

In his personal life, he served the Calvary 
Armenian Congregation Church as a council 
member and was named "Deacon for Life" for 
his many years of service in that capacity. 


Annie (Boyajian) Goergizian 
Mrs. Annie = 
(Boyajian) ‘ 
Goergizian went to 
be with her Lord on 
Nov. 21, 1997, in 
Providence, Rl, 
twenty years after 
the death of her hus- 
band, Rev. Arsen 
Goergizian. Her de- 
votion to her hus- 
band enabled him to concentrate on his pas- 
toral duties and on writing several published 
and unpublished books on Armenian history. 

Annie worked and lived frugally in order 
to complement her husband's salary and to 
assist in his publications. Her help was no- 
table when her husband, with the leaders of 
the church, ran a campaign to raise funds nec- 
essary for the purchase of the present church 
edifice in 1968. 

They worked very hard and created such 
enthusiasm that, among many anecdotes, there 
is one about a college student borrowing 
$1,000.00 from a bank to contribute to the 
building fund. 

Her faith in God was immutable, and her 
sense of philanthropy towards the needs of 
Armenian victims everywhere was amazing 
fora lady of such modest means, who deprived 
herself—and descended to a near poverty level 
in order to better assist in the work of the 


AMAA. Besides many small gifts, she es- 
tablished a $50,000.00 endowment fund with 
the AMAA. 

She is survived by two sisters. Two broth- 
ers and two other sisters have passed away 
before her. 

For the past ten years, C 
age and sickness, while at home or 1n the nurs- 
ing home, Araxie and Vartan Boloyan looked 
after her, helping her, nursing her and provid- 
ing this childless grand lady with a family at- 
eee the AMAA, she remained faithful 
to the AGBU and the Knights of Vartan to the 
end, as her late husband had been before her. 


Blessed be their memories. 


Hovhannes Yacoubian 

Hovhannes 
Yacoubian passed 
away on December 
3, 1997, in Aleppo, 
Syria. 

Hovannes was the 
beloved son on 
Nouri and Aznive 
Yacoubian, being 
their first born. 

By profession 
Hovannes was a designer/dressmaker. He 
took great pride in his work. Having studied 
in Paris, he had mastered the art of clothing 
design. His artistic nature was manifest in 
his work throughout his life. 

Being the first child had its advantages and 
disadvantages. He enjoyed the love and af- 
fection of his parents, yet upon the death of 
his father, the responsibilities of taking care 
of the family fell entirely upon his shoulders. 
Instantaneously, he became the father figure 
and the provider. Although he was an author- 
ity figure, he was always very caring toward 
his younger siblings and attentive to their 
needs. As the years progressed, he assumed 
the full responsibility of our home. 

Life was hard for Hovannes during his last 
four years. He suffered from a stroke which 
affected his speech and the mobility of his 
right hand. In his eyes and by his standards, 
these were imperfections. It was impossible 
for Hovannes to accept these disabilities. 
However, God had other plans for him. His 
suffering ended on December 3rd, 1997. 


Gasper Magarian 

Gasper Magarian passe 
ber 28, 1997. At the age of 9% Y 
the oldest practicing attorney in the state of 
California, and was honored repeatedly bya 
legal and judicial profession, by eee. a 
nizations and government leaders. For decades 
Gasper Magarian had served the community, 
and in particular, the Pilgrim Armenian Con- 


throughout her old 


d away on Decem- 
98, Gasper was 


gregational Church of Fresno, where he served 
in every conceivable role of leadership. His 
beloved wife, Aznive, predeceased him by six 
months. Gasper is survived by his children, 
Donald and Carol, and Elaine and Frank 
Kamian, and their families; his brothers Arsen, 
Sooren, Frank and their families; his sisters 
Mary Malkasian and Rose Krikorian and their 
families. 


Sarkis H. Malkasian 

Sarkis H. Malkasian, 74, of Shrewsbury, 
MA, formerly of Worcester, a longime office 
manager and business owner, died Monday, 
December 29, 1997, in the University of Mas- 
sachusétts Hospital, Worcester, after he was 
stricken ill at home. 

He leaves his wife of 28 years, Marie J. 
(Quinlan) Malkasian; two brothers, Hagop H. 
Malkasian of Auburn and Henry Malkasian of 
Paxton; a sister, Virginia Steelman of Worces- 
ter. He was born in Sutton, son of Hagop and 
Sophie (Eskender) Malkasian, and lived many 
years in the Worcester and Shrewsbury areas. 
He graduated from Commerce High School in 
Worcester. He was an Army veteran of 
WorldWar II, serving in Europe. 

He was a member of theArmenian Church 
of the Martyrs in Worcester and the Shrewsbury 
Republican Club. He was a member and past 
president of the Worcester County Republican 
eae funeral was held in the Armenian 
Church of the Martyrs, Worcester. Burial fol- 
lowed in Howard Cemetery. Sutton. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions were desig- 
nated for the American Heart Association 2 
the Armenian Missionary Association 0 


America. 


S. Dasho 
Mees: S. Dasho of Lexington, es 
Esther (eos oe a me Ee ae 

i urvived by his s b 

ce oe and Noah Dasho of CA, and 
or of Belmont, and many 
The funeral service was 
Funeral Home of Lexing- 
day, January 7. Gifts in 
t to the AMAA. 


grandson 
his sister Elsie Shavo 
nieces and nephews. 
held at the Douglass 
ton, MA on Wednes 
lieu of flowers were sen 


George Salverian 

Dr. GeorgeArdashes 
physician ae extended the lives of so ae 
succumbed to heart failure on January 2 ; 
the age of 73. He was the son of Levon Sh 
Estelle (nee Yardumian) Salverian and gran 
son of Rev. Haig and Mrs. Lucia Yardumian. 
Badveli Yardumian was a founding pastor of 
the Armenian Martyrs’ Cong'l Church of 
Havertown, PA. 

In brief flashback, following wwill army 
a medic in the European front, 


Salverian, 4 family 


service as 


Obituaries 


George went on to pre-med studies at Defi- 
ance College in Ohio where he not only gradu- 
ated with honors but won the hand of his bride- 
to-be, the lovely Ilah Rutledge. In 1951 George 
and Ilah were married and settled in 
Huntingdon Valley, PA, where they raised their 
family of five children. 

George was a highly respected staff mem- 
ber at Abington Memorial and Holy Redeemer 
hospitals and a teacher-mentor in Temple 
University's Medical School Preceptorship pro- 
gram. Few people have been so uniquely gifted 
for a profession. 

There was nothing half-heated about George. 
He was a man of many dimensions, strong con- 
victions and lively pursuits, including classical 
music, fine art, and, particularly, photography. 
Had medicine not been his calling, George 
would have made his mark as an artist-photog- 
rapher. Only this past fall, a life-time retrospec- 
tive of his work was exhibited at the 
Swedenborg Library, Bryn Athyn College. In 
reality, this exhibit was an autobiography - a 
clear, graphic testimony of George's love for 
humanity and, above all, for his family. 

He is survived by his beloved wife Iah, chil- 
dren Mark, Jeffrey, David, Hali, and Marilyn, 
three children-in-law, seven grandchildren, 
brother Haig Salverian and sisters Marian 
Spence and Betty Kraynik. 


The AMAA Board of Directors extend 
their heartfelt condolences to the families 
of the deceased through the medium of the 
AMAA News. 


* Astarjian, Armen Krikor 
Lynfield, MA 

* Bazmajian, Arusyaks 
Fresno, CA 

* Dasho, John 
Lexington, MA 

* Kevorkian, Sara 
South Gate, CA 
Chiljian Rodney 
Fresno, CA 
Salverian, George 
Huntingdon Valley, PA 

* Brooks, Florence 
Arlington, VA 

* Cherian, Peter 
Newport Beach, CA 

* Elia, Vickie 
Fresno, CA 

* Mouradian, Haverj 
Glebdale, CA 

* Sedrakian, Teresa 
Sanger, CA 

* Tutunjian, Ann 
Watertown, MA 

* Vajibian, Gousine 

* Karadarian, Sandra 


Memorials designated for AMAA. 
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Biennial Convention 
of the 


Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (14") 
Armenian Evangelical Adult Fellowship (5") 
Armenian Evangelical Youth Fellowship (11") 


Date 
June 25-28, 1998 


Theme 
"Enlarge the Place of Your Tent" 


Featured Speaker 
Rev. Dr. Kenneth Bailey 


Host 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal 
Rey. Mher Khachigian, Pastor 


Convention Site 
Hotel Sheraton, Laval, Quebec 


For Registration Information Call or Write to: 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal 
c/o 4588 9th Street 
Laval, QUE H7W 1Z1, Canada 
Tel. (514) 978-7535, Fax (514) 978-3272 
E-Mail: aecm@netrover.com 


Armenian Missionary Association of America Non-Profit Org. 


31 West Century Road 
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